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Heavy rain hits eastern
parts of Ernakulam,
DTPC shuts tourlst spots

KOCHI. Heavy rain lashed different
parts of Ernakulam district on Saturday
(August 1, 2026) morning, prompting
authorities to issue warnings and advi-

sories. While incessant rain persisted
across the district on Friday (July 31,2026)
night, the city felt some respite in the
morning. However, the eastern region of
the district, mainly Kothamangalam and
nearby areas, continued to receive rain in
the morning, reportedly inundating a few
houses and isolating certain areas.

District Disaster Management
Authority has advised those staying along
the Muvattupuzha and Thodupuzha rivers
to stay safe as water level in both the rivers
have surpassed the dangerous mark.

In Kothamangalam area, Pooyamkutty,
a tributary of the Periyar, was in spate.
Manikandanchal bridge across the river
was submerged. Tribal hamlets including
Uriyappetti,  Vellaramkuthu,  Vaari,
Kunjippara and Thalavachapara were iso-
lated after a traditional ferry service across
the Pooyamkutty river was disrupted.

A few houses and roads were inundated
in  Urulanthanni, a forest area in
Kuttampuzha garama panchayat. The
compound wall of an anganwadi collapsed
amid the heavy rain. However, nobody was
injured. All tourist spots operated by the
Ernakulam District Tourism Promotion
Council have been closed for the day in
view of the orange alert issued in the dis-
trict, authorities said.

High Alert In 13
Gujarat Districts As
Weather Office Predicts
Heavy Rain

Gujrat. Gujarat has intensified its dis-
aster preparedness measures and placed 13
districts on high alert ahead of a forecast of
heavy to extremely heavy rainfall between
July 31 and August 2, with the state gov-
ernment cancelling leave for officials in
vulnerable districts, activating round-the-
clock control rooms and directing emer-
gency response agencies to remain ready
for deployment. The measures were
reviewed at a comprehensive meeting
chaired by Additional Chief Secretary
(Revenue) Dr Jayanti Ravi at the State
Emergency Operation Centre (SEOC) in
Gandhinagar.

The meeting, held through video con-
ference, was attended by Collectors and
senior officials from Surat, Vadodara,
Ahmedabad, Bhavnagar, Bharuch, Anand,
Narmada, Tapi, Dang, Chhota Udepur,
Panchmahal, Dahod and Mahisagar dis-
tricts, all of which have been placed on
'high alert' following the India
Meteorological Department's forecast. Dr
Ravi conducted a detailed review of the
prevailing situation and the disaster man-
agement preparedness of the districts
expected to be affected. She directed dis-
trict administrations to remain on maxi-
mum alert and instructed that all officials'
leave in the identified districts be can-
celled with immediate effect.

To strengthen the emergency response,
Dr Ravi ordered that 24x7 control rooms
remain operational in every district and
that one Class-I officer be deployed round
the clock to supervise operations.
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New Delhi. A Zero FIR has
been lodged at Noida's
Expressway police station against
a woman for allegedly using abu-
sive language against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during a
protest at Jantar Mantar in New
Delhi, police said on Thursday.

The FIR was registered on a
complaint filed by Smriti Singh, a
resident of Ghaziabad, against
Ruchika Singh, a resident of
Sector 168 in Noida.

According to the FIR, the com-
plainant alleged that on July 23,
the accused used "abusive and
objectionable" language against
the prime minister at Jantar
Mantar, hurting the dignity of the
constitutional office and with the
intention of spreading hatred and
disturbing public peace.

Based on the complaint, the
police registered a case under
Sections 352 (intentional insult to
provoke breach of peace), 353(1)
(statements conducing to public
mischief) and 356(1) (defama-

Movement

Sanhita (BNS), officials said.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Noida)
Manisha Singh confirmed the reg-
istration of the case.

"A resident of Ghaziabad
lodged an FIR against a resident
of Sector 168, Noida, alleging that
she used abusive language against
the Prime Minister of India at
Jantar Mantar. Itis a Zero FIR and
will be transferred to New Delhi
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FIR lodged against Noida woman for 'abusive' remarks
against PM Modl durlng J antar Mantar protest

for further investigation," the offi-
cer said. Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) supporters raise slogans as
they gather ahead of a protest
march at the Jantar Mantar in New
Delhi. Delhi govt drops cases
against CJP protesters, excludes
those with criminal backgrounds
Officials said a "Zero FIR" is an
FIR that can be registered at any
police station, even if the alleged
offence did not occur within that

police station's jurisdiction. It is
then transferred to the police sta-
tion that has the authority to
investigate the case. This ensures
that a complaint is recorded
immediately without delay over
jurisdictional issues.

The youth-led Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) protests at
Jantar Mantar in Delhi conclud-
ed on July 25. Thousands of
student activists, joined by
innovator-activist Sonam
Wangchuk during his 26-day
hunger strike, mobilised to
express public anger over the
alleged widespread competi-
tive examination paper leaks.
Following intense demonstra-
tions, police standoffs and a
major march to Parliament on
July 20, the agitation resulted in
the resignation of Union educa-
tion minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. The CJP officially
ended the protest after the gov-
ernment conceded to their core
demands which included edu-
cational reforms.

tion) of the Bharatiya Nyaya

23-Year-Old Wife Of International Kabaddi
Player Dies By Suicide In HaryanaThe couple wel-
comed their son, Hardik, in November last year.

New Delhi. The 23-
year-old wife of interna-
tional  kabaddi  player
Sheelu Balhara allegedly
died by suicide at their
home in Haryana's Rohtak
district on Friday after-
noon. Muskan, a resident of
Rohtak's Meham area, mar-
ried Sheelu in December
2023. The couple wel-
comed their son, Hardik, in
November last year. Police
reached the spot after
receiving information, and
a forensic team was called
in to investigate the case.
The reason behind the sui-
cide is not yet known.
According to  reports,
Muskan had posted a reel
on a Punjabi song just a day before taking the
step. The incident comes days after a govern-
ment teacher died by suicide in Dehradun,
allegedly because she was being harassed by
her husband and in-laws. Srishti Kandhari
married Saurabh Raturi, who is also a govern-
ment employee, in November last year. They

lived in  the
Doiwala area,
about 20 km from
Dehradun city. In
her police com-
plaint, Kandhari's
mother alleged her
daughter was
harassed mentally
and physically for
dowry, while her
husband and in-
laws kept calling
her "unlucky" and
"inauspicious".
"Sorry  mummy,
8 main aise ja rahi
hoon (Sorry, I am
leaving like this),"
she blurts out
between sobs.
"Everything has become so strange. I have
been enduring this for six months... Now I
can't endure it anymore. Their mindset can
never change. They keep blaming me for
things that happened after our marriage.
(Calling me) 'manhoos, manhoos' (cursed),"
Kandhari said in the 90-second video.

Injured non-local worker
succumbs, death toll two in
Kulgqmqt__eor attac

Srinagar. The injured non-local worker,
who suffered bullet wounds in a targeted terror
attack on Friday (July 31, 2026) evening in
south Kashmir’s Kulgam, succumbed to his
injuries on Saturday (August 1, 2026), taking
the death toll to two. Officials identified the
victim as Bhopendra from Chhattisgarh. He
was shifted to a Srinagar hospital on Friday
(July 31) night with chest injuries and later
succumbed. Earlier, another non-local worker,
identified as Deepak from Chhattisgarh, was
shot dead in the terror attack in Kulgam’s
Kelam area. Suspected terrorists on Friday
evening opened fire on the non-local workers
who work at a brick kiln in Kulgam. They
managed to flee the area under the cover of
darkness. Meanwhile, security forces resumed
search operations in parts of south Kashmir to
track the attackers. Security on the Amarnath
yatra has also been beefed up.

President Grants Assent To Amendment Enhancing
Punishments For Untfair Means In Public Examinations

New Delhi. The President of India _
on Friday (July 31) granted assent to the
Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment Act, 2026,
which was passed by the Parliament
last week, introducing stricter penalties
for examination malpractices, mandat-
ing time-bound investigations and tri-
als, and providing for Special Fast
Track Courts to deal with offences
under the law.

The Act amends the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024, which was enacted
to curb the use of unfair means in public
examinations and deter organised cheating
networks.

The 2026 Bill was introduced by the Union
Government in the wake of the nationwide
protests by the students against the exam paper
leaks, which culminated in the resignation of
Dharmendra Pradhan as the Union Education
Minister on July 25. Among the key changes,
the Bill increases the minimum punishment
for persons resorting to unfair means from
three years to five years' imprisonment, while
the maximum sentence is enhanced from five
years to ten years. The maximum fine is also
increased from 10 lakh to 50 lakh.

For service providers involved in exam-
related offences, the maximum fine has been
raised from ?1 crore to ?5 crore, and the period
during which they can be barred from con-

(PREVENTION OF
UNFAIR MEANS)
| ACT 2024

PUBLIC
EXAMINATIONS

#

ducting public examinations has been
increased from four years to eight years.
Directors and senior management found com-
plicit in such offences will face a minimum of
five years' imprisonment, with fines increased
from 1 crore to ?5 crore.

The punishment for organised crimes relat-
ing to public examinations has also been tight-
ened. The minimum imprisonment has been
increased from five years to seven years, while
the minimum fine has been enhanced from ?1
crore to 10 crore. To ensure swift investiga-
tion, the Bill mandates that investigations be
completed within two months. It also empow-
ers the Central Government to constitute a
Special Task Force for probing offences under
the Act, in addition to referring cases to a
Central Investigating Agency.

The  legislation  further
requires every State Government
/ and Union Territory
# Administration, in consultation
with the concerned High Court, to
designate a Court of Session as a
Special Fast Track Court for try-
ing offences under the Act. Trials
are to be conducted on a day-to-
day basis and completed within
three months from the filing of
the chargesheet. Pending cases
under the Act will also stand
transferred to these Special Fast
Track Courts.

The Bill also introduces a dedicated appel-
late mechanism. Appeals against judgments,
sentences or orders of the Special Fast Track
Courts will lie before a Division Bench of the
High Court, which is expected to dispose of
such appeals, as far as possible, within three
months of their admission. Appeals against
bail orders have also been specifically provid-
ed for. According to the Statement of Objects
and Reasons, the amendments were prompted
by recent incidents of question paper leaks and
examination malpractices that undermined the
transparency and credibility of public exami-
nations. The government said the changes are
intended to strengthen the fairness of the
examination system, ensure time-bound
investigations and trials, and enhance deter-
rence through stricter punishments.

o o
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Ramasethu Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd. =A™
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