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Suvendu Adhikari
announces cabinet expan-
sion, 35 ministers to take
oath on Monday

The chief minister said governor RN
Ravi will administer the oath at 11
am at the Lok Bhavan

Bengal chief minister Suvendu Adhikari
announced that 35 ministers will be sworn in
on Monday as part of the expansion of his cab-
inet. Adhikari said Governor RN Ravi will
administer the oath at 11 am at the Lok
Bhavan. "Tomorrow, a full-fledged Council of
Ministers of the nationalist government elect-
ed by the people of West Bengal will be con-
stituted," he said in a social media post on
Sunday evening. "As part of the cabinet
expansion, 35 ministers of the Government of
West Bengal will take oath at Lok Bhavan at
11 am. Hon'ble Governor Shri RN Ravi will
administer the oath of office to them at Lok
Bhavan," he added. Adhikari took oath as the
chief minister on May 9 after the BJP swept
the assembly elections, ending the 15-year
rule of the TMC. Along with Adhikari, four
ministers took the oath that day. They were
Agnimitra Paul, Nisith Pramanik, Ashok
Kirtania and Kshudiram Tudu.

Oil prices rise more than
2% as Israel steps up
incursion into Lebanon

BEILJING. Oil prices rose more than 2% in
early trading on Monday after Israel ordered
troops to move further into Lebanon ?in the battle
with the Iranian-backed Hezbollah militant group,
despite a ceasefire announced more ?than six
weeks ago. U.S. crude futures rose $2.37 or 2.71%
to $89.73 a barrel as of 0028 GMT. Brent futures
rose $2.16 or 2.37% to $93.28 a barrel.

The Reuters Power Up newsletter provides
everything you need to know about the global
energy industry. Sign up here.

The stepped-up fighting, coming just after the
U.S. hosted Israeli-Lebanon peace talks in
Washington on Friday, dimmed expectations that
the U.S. and Iran could soon announce an exten-
sion to their ceasefire agreement, ?which had driv-
en Brent and WTI to settle down 1.8% and 1.7%,
respectively, on Friday.

Advertisement - Scroll to continue

The Israel-Lebanon conflict has been the
broadest spillover of the Iran war. It started on
March 2 when Hezbollah began firing rockets and
drones across the border into Israel to back its ally
Iran.The two sides reached a ceasefire in mid-
April but have continued to trade fire.

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Friday
that he would soon decide on a proposed deal to
extend a ceasefire with Iran announced in early
April, giving negotiators more time to seek a per-
manent end to the conflict and find a solution to
7the underlying dispute over Iran's nuclear pro-
gram. Israel would be key to any such deal, and
Iran has also said ?repeatedly that Hezbollah must
be included. Meanwhile, concerns are rising about
mines in key oil and gas shipping lane the Strait of
Hormuz, IG analyst Tony Sycamore said in a note.
That could slow the process of reopening the strait
and mean that relief comes more slowly for the oil
market even after it is reopened. "Even if an agree-
ment is reached, it won't deliver a flood of supply,"
Sycamore said. An Axios reporter said on X on
Friday that Iran had dropped more mines in the
strait earlier in the week, shortly after U.S.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said that attempts
to lay more mines would be a violation of the
ceasefire. Hormuz is a conduit for about a fifth of
global oil and gas flows and Iran has effectively
closed it since the conflict began with U.S. and
Msraeli strikes in February. Concerns over supply
outweighed lacklustre economic data from China
over the weekend, which showed stalling factory
activity. This added to concerns the world's sec-
ond-largest economy is losing momentum,
weighed down by a contraction in exports and cost
pressures.
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Qatar Charity (QC) has thanked donors for strong support of the Qurbani (Udhiyah) Project, implemented under its seasonal campaign ‘The
Greatest Days’. With the support of benefactors, the project was carried out during Eid Al Adha in 43 countries, including Qatar, bringing relief
and joy to hundreds of thousands of vulnerable families. The organisation distributed meat from 45,763 sacrificial animals, benefiting more
than 900,000 people, at a total cost of approximately QR30 million.

Shivakumar, Siddaramaiah to take Karnataka
Cabinet formation talks to Delhi

D.K. Shivakumar and outgoing Chief Minister Siddaramaiah expect-
ed make their choices known to the Congress central leadership

Bengaluru/Kalaburgi. Amid
hectic parleys over formation of the
Cabinet ahead of swearing in cere-
mony of the newly elected Congress
Legislature Party leader D.K.
Shivakumar on Wednesday (June 3,
2026), All India  Congress
Committee president Mallikarjun
Kharge stated that the Cabinet for-
mation will be done in phases.
Meanwhile, the deliberations on
Government formation are expected
to shift to Delhi on Monday (June 1,
2026) with both Mr. Shivakumar and
outgoing Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah expected make their
choices known to the Congress cen-
tral leadership.

Its not me, but a party worker who
is becoming CM, says DKS

Stating that the government for-
mation might not happen in a single
stroke, the Congress president told
presspersons in Kalburagi that, “Plan
is to induct ministers in a phased
manner, completing one stage now,
and then perhaps taking a gap of 15
days to a month before finalising the
next batch of ministers. This is the
thought process for now.” He clari-
fied that since no formal proposal
has reached the Congress high com-
mand specifying whether 8 or 10
Ministers will be sworn in initially,
they were also waiting. Mr. Kharge
stated that clarity will emerge by
Wednesday (June 3, 2026). He said

that the central leadership had not
received any proposal officially yet.
“Decisions will be made regarding
how many Ministers need to be
inducted, how many Deputy Chief
Ministers are required, or whether
the appointments of chairpersons to
crucial State corporations should
happen simultaneously will be decid-
ed after a concrete proposal,” he clar-
ified.Meanwhile, Mr. Shivakumar
and Mr. Siddaramaiah, according to
multiple sources, will be carrying
their list of choices for the Cabinet
berths during their visit to Delhi on
Monday (June 1, 2026). The high

command is also likely to intervene
on behalf of some legislators to pro-
vide a finality to the list, sources
said. “Though much is being specu-
lated about the size and composition
of the Cabinet or on Deputy Chief
Ministers or KPCC president, noth-
ing will be certain unless cleared by
the central leadership,” sources said.
Mr. Shivakumar also told pressper-
sons on Sunday (May 31) that the
party high command will be taking a
call on the contours of Cabinet for-
mation.

D.K. Shivakumar | ‘Rock’ of
Congress

A day after Mr. Shivakumar was
unanimously elected as the leader of
Congress Legislature Party, his resi-
dence on Sunday (May 31) saw a
steady stream of Congress legislators
and leaders arriving to wish the
leader.. Nearly a dozen Ministers in
the Cabinet of Outgoing Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah visited the
Sadashivanagar residence to wish
him, sources said. “Not only the leg-
islators wished him, but also subtly
provided indications of their interest
to remain in his Cabinet,” said
sources close to Mr. Shivakumar.
Among Ministers in the
Siddaramaiah Cabinet who met the
CLP leader included Dinesh
Gundurao, Madhu Bangarappa, H.K.
Patil, Santhosh Lad and Mankal
Vaidya and others. Some senior lead-

ers, who had not made the
Siddaramaiah’s Cabinet, such as
B..R. Patil, Tanveer Sait and

Vijayanand Kashappanavar, also met
Mr. Shivakumar seeking an opportu-
nity as the government is left with
little less than two years. The new
CLP leader also visited the premises
of old Congress Bhavan on Race
Course Road for an inspection ahead
of foundation stone laying ceremony
for a new building on June 3 in
which Congress president
Mallikarjun M. Kharge and Leader
of the Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Rahul Gandhi are likely to take part.

Monsoon keeps India waiting, but brutal
rain and hail to crash the party Today

While the official onset over the
southern coast faces a brief delay of
three to four days, diverse weather
systems are triggering intense rain,
thundersqualls, and hailstorms
across multiple states. aAccording to
the India Meteorological Department
(IMD), heatwave conditions have
completely abated across the nation,
providing much-needed respite. The
weather office noted that conditions
remain highly favourable for the
monsoon to progress further into the
Arabian Sea, Lakshadweep, and
parts of Kerala and Tamil Nadu. For
Monday, June 1, the weather reposi-
tory forecasts widespread atmos-
pheric activity. Downpours will tar-

isolated heavy rainfall predicted for
Kerala, Lakshadweep, Tamil Nadu,
and South Interior Karnataka.

Simultaneously, the northeastern
states of Nagaland, Manipur, izoram,
and Tripura are on alert for isolated
heavy showers. West India will also

== ;“k’-ﬂ._‘:-—.:ﬁ:-—

. witness volatile
B8 conditions, as the
o& Gujarat  region

braces for isolated
3 heavy falls, while
" Maharashtra
¥ cxpects isolated
~ hailstorms. In cen-
| tral parts of the
- country,  West
~ Madhya Pradesh
faces a double whammy of heavy
showers and isolated hailstorm activ-
ity. The weather office has issued
warnings for severe thundersqualls
in Odisha, with wind speeds reaching
60 to 70 kilometres per hour, gusting
up to 80 kilometres per hour, accom-

3

panied by isolated hail. East
Rajasthan will experience similar
squally winds tracking up to 70 kilo-
metres per hour. The maximum tem-
perature is expected to hover com-
fortably below normal between 37
and 39 degrees Celsius, while the
minimum will settle between 24 and
26 degrees Celsius. While central
India will see a temperature drop of
two to four degrees Celsius, north-
western regions must prepare for a
gradual temperature spike of six to
eight degrees Celsius later in the
week. Fishermen are strictly advised
not to venture into the choppy waters
of the Arabian Sea and the Bay of
Bengal.
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