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Passport row: SC grants anticipatory bail to Congress
leader Pawan Khera in forgery, defamation case

Why is India turning to
crocodiles and snakes to
‘fence Bangladesh border"

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Friday granted anticipa-
tory bail to Congress leader Pawan
Khera in a forgery and defamation

“fake” and “doctored” copies of
passports belonging to the chief
minister’s wife.

He also alleged that Khera had

o R 7 Lk '"'m after hearing

arguments
from both
sides.

case linked to alleged false claims Appearing been absconding and disseminat-
against Assam chief minister for Khera, ing videos, while maintaining that
Himanta Biswa Sarma and his | senior advo- claims of multiple citizenship
wife, Riniki Bhuyan Sharma. . cate were false. The case stems from
This comes a day after the apex Abhishek allegations made by Khera regard-

court reserved its order on Khera's
anticipatory bail plea.

During the hearing, Khera told
the court that the allegations
against him were a matter of trial.
He further said, “Some sections
invoked against me are bailable,

Singhvi said
§ the case did
not warrant
custodial interrogation and reiter-
ated that arrest was unnecessary.
Opposing the plea, solicitor
general Tushar Mehta, represent-

ing Riniki Bhuyan Sharma, fol-
lowing which criminal complaints
were filed against him at the
Guwabhati crime branch under pro-
visions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.Khera has challenged an
April 24 order of the Gauhati high

does not get anticipatory bail in
the case registered against him in

Assam, “then purpose of pre-arrest

New Delhi, India — Indian officials have float- bail is gone.”A bench of Justices

ed a controversial plan to introduce apex predators
such as crocodiles and venomous snakes into
riverine stretches along the Bangladesh border, to
act as natural deterrents against undocumented
migration and smuggling in places where erecting
fencing is difficult. India’s 4,096km-long (2,545-
mile) border with Bangladesh runs through some
challenging terrain — and New Delhi has found
some stretches impossible to fence. In an internal
communication dated March 26, India’s Border
Security Force (BSF), which patrols international
borders with Pakistan and Bangladesh, ordered
personnel at its headquarters on the eastern and
northeastern fronts to explore “the feasibility of
deploying reptiles in vulnerable riverine gaps”.

The government’s latest move to fence the bor-
der with Bangladesh has alarmed human rights
activists and wildlife conservationists alike in
India. What are the risks of such a move for local
communities on both sides of the border — and for
the ecosystem of the region? A view of the river
flowing through Petrapole, close to the India-
Bangladesh international border, in India on
October 16, 2024 [Sahiba Chawdhary/Reuters]

Why does India’s border force want to deploy
killer wildlife?

The India-Bangladesh border runs along the
Indian states of West Bengal, Tripura, Assam,
Meghalaya and Mizoram. There is difficult and
unforgiving terrain in these areas, passing through
hills, rivers and valleys.

The IPL chase no longer

waits for the last over

The last week of IPL
fixtures in April 2026
made for fascinating, if
counterintuitive, view-
ing. On the Saturday
double-header, a com-
bined 986 runs were
scored across two games.
Punjab Kings chased
down 264. A few hours
later, Sunrisers
Hyderabad overhauled
228. Neither game saw a
20th over in the chase.
Then, the following day,
two of the competition's
bottom-feeders - Kolkata
Knight Riders and
Lucknow Super Giants -
kept handing each other
the advantage like a hot
potato, eventually need-
ing a Super Over to settle things. That Super Over
felt like an outlier. Because Super Overs are out-
liers now. The last one before this came in Delhi
last year, when the 2025 Rajasthan Royals - a side
with a recurring habit of leaving games unfinished
- ran into Mitchell Starc at the death. Before that,
you have to scroll all the way back to 2021. That's
three Super Overs in five years and four in the year
before that. But if you read the headline, you
already know Super Overs are not the point. They
are merely a consequence, the extreme end of a
last-over thriller. And last-over thrillers, where
drama-seekers find their bread and butter, are not
as frequent as they once were.

others don't require arrest.”

Khera also submitted that if he =~ Chandurkar

JK Maheshwari and AS

reserved its verdict

ing the Assam government, told
the court that Khera had shown

court, which denied him anticipa-
tory bail.

Mamata Banerjee's Visit To
Strongroom, Trinamool's Protest

Late- nght EVM Drama In Bengal

With just two days
left for counting in
the high-stakes
Assembly elections,
the Trinamool
alleged that the

ballot boxes were
opened without the
presence of autho-
rised party repre-
sentatives.

New Delhi: Bengal witnessed a

late-night drama on Thursday amid Trinamool
Congress' (TMC) concerns over alleged tam-
pering of electronic voting machines (EVMs),
with Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee spend-
ing hours inside a strongroom and her party
staging a sit-in protest. With just two days left
for counting in the high-stakes Assembly elec-
tions, the Trinamool alleged that the ballot
boxes were opened without the presence of
authorised party representatives - shortly after
the second and final phase of polling conclud-
ed in the state. Mamata Banerjee, along with
her election agent, visited the counting centre
for the Bhabanipur Assembly segment at
Sakhawat Memorial School in Kolkata on
Thursday evening, alleging possible malprac-
tice. After spending nearly four hours inside
the strongroom, she emerged around 12:07 am
with a defiant tone and warned against any
attempt to tamper with the counting process.
"Either the candidate or one agent can stay
upstairs. [ have also suggested installation of a
CCTV camera for the media," she told
reporters. Stressing the need for transparency,
she said, "People's votes must be protected. I
rushed here after receiving complaints. The
central forces initially did not allow me to
enter. If there is any plan to tamper with the
counting process, it will not be tolerated.”
During this time, Kolkata Mayor and
Trinamool candidate from the Kolkata Port
seat, Firhad Hakim, too reached the spot, but

could not meet the Chief Minister.

BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari, who is con-
testing against Banerjee in Bhabanipur, shared
a video on X showing his election agent keep-
ing "strict surveillance" in the EVM stron-
groom where the Chief Minister went in for
hours. "I wish to assure the esteemed commu-
nity of voters from the entire state of West
Bengal, including the Bhabanipur constituen-
cy, that the Trinamool Congress candidate
from this center, namely the outgoing Chief
Minister, the Honorable, has been strictly
instructed to refrain from availing any undue
advantages. As long as she was present in the
strong room premises, my election agent,
Advocate Suryanil Das, was personally there
keeping her under strict surveillance so that
she could not resort to any dishonest means,"
he said. Adhikari added, "No matter how
much effort she makes, she has been unable to
engage in any activities outside the rules."

Simultaneously, the Trinamool held a sit-in
protest outside a strongroom at Netaji Indoor
Stadium in central Kolkata, where EVMs for
several Assembly constituencies in north
Kolkata are kept - hours after Mamata
Banerjee released a video message warning
party workers about the possibility of EVM
tampering and urged them to guard stron-
grooms until counting begins. At the centre of
the protest was Bengal minister Shashi Panja
and Trinamool spokesperson Kunal Ghosh -

both of whom are candidates in the Assembly
elections. Alleging discrepancies in the
process, Ghosh said, "Party workers and sup-
porters were present outside the strongroom
till 3.30 pm. Suddenly, an email was sent
informing that the strongroom would be
opened again at 4 pm. We contacted our
workers, and they said they had left. We then
rushed here. Now we are not being allowed to
enter. BJP is being invited." Panja, who is
contesting from Shyampukur constituency,
also questioned the procedure and said, "The
strongroom is extremely sensitive. If it is
opened, all political parties must be informed.
Why was no one informed?"

Election Commission
denies allegations

The Election Commission dismissed the
claims regarding the handling of polled
materials at the centre, asserting that all
procedures were duly followed and the
strongrooms remain secure. "The last
strongroom was closed in the morning
around 5:15 am. All strong rooms contain-
ing polled EVMs are safely secured and
sealed. There is another strongroom in the
same premises for the postal ballots,
wherein we have kept AC-wise polled bal-
lots as done by different polling personnel
and ETBPS," the EC said in a statement.
"These are all pure rumours that the TMC
is spreading now to create an environment
of fear because they're themselves scared. I
have also come here to check the stron-
groom. The TMC is spreading lies," he
said. West Bengal's Assembly election has
been one of the most closely watched state
contests in India this year, with the BJP
making an aggressive push to challenge
Trinamool's hold over the state and
Banerjee seeking another term in office.
The state concluded its second and final
phase of voting amid violence and a politi-
cal firestorm over the revision of the voter
list on April 29. The Election Commission
confirmed that counting for the 294-seat
Assembly election will begin on May 4
under heavy security arrangements.

60 Day Deadline Hours Away, Team Trump Denies Being At War With Iran

Washington: The Donald Trump administration
is saying that the United States is "not at war" with
Iran, even as the ongoing deadlock in the Middle
East conflict continues to weigh on markets across
all regions, pushing oil prices to an historic high.
The remarks from Team Trump came as the legal
deadline requiring congressional approval for mil-
itary action approaches. They believe that a cease-
fire with Iran effectively "pauses" the legal dead-
line requiring congressional approval for military
action. When US House Speaker Mike Johnson
was asked about the 60-day deadline, he replied,
"We are not at war." "l don't think we have an
active, kinetic military bombing, firing or any-
thing like that. Right now, we are trying to broker
a peace," Johnson told NBC News. "I would be
very reluctant to get in front of the administration
in the midst of these very sensitive negotiations, so

we'll have to see how that plays out," he added.

ALSO READ: The 60-Day Clock That May
Stop Trump's Iran War, And How He Could Ignore
It

What Pete Hegseth Said US Secretary of
Defence Pete Hegseth also told lawmakers that he
believes the ceasefire with Iran "pauses" a 60-day
clock on congressional authorisation for war.
Hegseth made the remarks when asked by
Democratic Senator Tim Kaine at a congressional
hearing about whether the Trump administration
would seek authorisation from Congress for the
war with Iran on the 60-day mark of the war --
which is on May v-- as required by law.

"Ultimately, I would defer to the White House
and White House counsel on that. However, we
are in a ceasefire right now, which, in our under-
standing, means the 60-day clock pauses or stops

in a ceasefire," Hegseth said. ALSO READ:
Trump "Won't Nuke Iran" But "Clock Ticking" As
xrd Aircraft Carrier Arrives

The war started on February w} after Israel and
the United States launched joint attacks on Tehran
and other Iranian cities, killing Iran's then
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, senior command-
ers, and civilians. Iran retaliated by bombing Israel
and US bases in the neighbouring Gulf nations. It
also blocked a major commercial shipping route
through the Strait of Hormuz.

President Donald Trump notified Congress of
the military campaign against Iran on March w,
making May v the {®-day milestone at which
point the US War Powers Act requires the presi-
dent to start winding down a war unless he
receives congressional authorisation, according to
media reports.
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